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Advent, 2024
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The first Sunday of Advent is December 1.  I pray that Advent may be a grace-filled time for you and your families, and that you may experience all the blessings of Him, who is the Prince of Peace.
It is an interesting and exciting time of growth in our parish.  We have some new projects beginning this fall.   Our new website is being built that is simpler to use and navigate, so that parishioners find what they're looking for quickly and easily.  We have also acquired a new parish software program, designed specifically for Catholic churches, that will allow us to work more efficiently with the religious education records, sacramental reporting, parishioner information and financial accounts that we keep.  A reminder:  If you have not updated your parishioner information through the survey that we sent out this summer, could you please call the parish office and let us verify your contact information?  You can also update your information through our survey link which is available on the front page of our website.  Thank you for helping us to keep accurate records! 

Speaking of records, each year in the Advent letter, we share with you our yearly statistics as they are reported to the Diocese.  From October 1, 2023-September 30, 2024:

•
St. Columba parish has 1,030 families with 2,434 individuals in those households.  

•
There were 4 adults received into the Church.

•
28 parishioners died. 

•
Sacraments received this year included: Infant/child Baptisms-36; First Holy Communions-21; Confirmations -15; Marriages -4.
I am pleased to report that religious education in our parish is growing in many ways.  In the past year, the Religious Education Ministry has delivered courses to 251 adults and 182 children. The range of Faith formation opportunities include: CYE, Faith Exploration classes (Bible Study), Youth & Young Adult Faith sharing, Men’s and Women’s Faith Sharing Groups, and Street Evangelization (training sessions and opportunities).  With your involvement, our church will continue to grow in faith.
Looking forward, this Advent I am pleased to share three new, exciting opportunities to deepen our experience as Catholics and strengthen us along our faith journey.  
First, St. Columba is entering the “Implementation Phase” of our Next Generation Parish Grant project.   Our Envisioning Team has finished their 6-month project of studying the results of this past year’s Disciple Maker Survey and discussing parish life here at St. Columba, prayerfully discerning how Jesus desires all of us to serve.  Together they developed a specific set of goals which we have shared on our website and in the bulletin, to accomplish our purpose: to nurture a Christ-centered culture: growing our faith, strengthening our parish family, and serving the community.  Led by Lucille Smith of the Catholic Leadership Institute, The Next Generation Parish experience extends over a three-to-four-year timetable. During this time, different groups will be active at different times.  Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you to serve on one or more committees throughout this process. 
The first meeting of the Implementation Phase will be on Sunday, December 8 from 12:00 pm-3:00 pm.  Thank you to all the parishioners who work on this project to strengthen, develop, and energize our parish life.
Second, our next Religious Education class starts in Advent! Register on the webpage for “God’s Adoption Plan: Kinship by Covenant”, November 25 – December 30.  We will discuss how all of God’s covenants are fulfilled in Jesus and the New Covenant. More information on this class is on the back of our enclosed schedule.

Here is a third opportunity:  all-day Adoration is coming during Advent on Wednesdays (Dec. 4, 11, 18), from 8:00 am - 7:30 pm.  Signup sheets will be in the back of the church so that amidst the fast pace of the season, we can spend some quiet time with the Blessed Sacrament in prayer.  Signing up for adoration ahead of time really helps us to know where there may be gaps in the schedule, so thank you for considering this.  
So, here’s my request: Stay active and participate in the parish events we have coming up. Check out our informative parish website (www.saintcolumbachurch.org) for information on everything in our parish. Remember, our website will soon be completely rebuilt in the coming months, but the address will remain the same.   Recently our bulletin was also re-designed.  Please bring home a bulletin each week and read it, or find it on the website or myparish app.
I love being your pastor, and hope to see more of your faces at Mass and around the parish. Let’s keep this momentum going. God is moving, and He is calling us all forward in faith. On behalf of the pastoral and administrative staff of Saint Columba Church, I wish you a Blessed Christmas season and a joy-filled New Year.  
Enclosed is a Christmas Season Schedule.  Information on our upcoming class is on the back of the schedule, and we also enclose an Advent reflection book.  We hope that you find these materials useful as we move together towards Christmas. 
Gratefully in Christ,
Fr. Richard J. Mowery

Enclosures

