
Mission Coop 2021 Letter 

The Assumptionists are a world-wide religious congregation founded in 1845 by Venerable Fr. 

Emmanuel d’Alzon to, in his words, “penetrate the world with a Christian idea…and to do so in 

words that it can understand.” The Congregation is located in 30 countries and numbers some 

1,000 priests and brothers. Inspired by the founder’s vision, the Assumptionists are engaged in 

the great causes of God and society: education, the press, social outreach, pilgrimages, 

ecumenical work, and foreign missions. Among these foreign missions, one could cite those in 

Asia (Vietnam, Korea, and the Philippines), in Latin America (Mexico, Ecuador, Chile), in 

Eastern Europe (Russia, Bulgaria, and Turkey) and in Africa (the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo, Kenya, Tanzania, and Madagascar).   

In the United States, Americans would most probably be familiar with some of our publications 

like Catholic Digest and the missalette, Living with Christ. We also run a university, Assumption 

University in Worcester, Massachusetts. 

This year we would like to draw attention to one of our missions located in Central Mexico, 

close to the city of Orizaba. This area is mostly populated by various indigenous Mexican tribes 

which are still using their native languages and some do not even speak Spanish. The 

Assumptionists have been doing ministry in this region for over twenty years. In the year 2017 

the Order assumed the responsibility of the major parish in Tlilapan which consists of 12 

missionary churches, some located in the high mountains up to 10 miles away. Three priests and 

a few brothers provide the daily ministry to all of the people in the area. 

Here are a few words from the pastor, Father Oswaldo Garcia Sanchez: 

“A major challenge in the parish is fostering unity among parishioners who live in 12 separate 

communities, each with its own chapel…. first of all, unity within each community, unity among 

members of different political parties, unity among individuals and/or families that have had 

longstanding conflicts, etc.... Then, even more difficult, we need to create a parish identity. We 

have a situation in which two of our communities are quite large, the one around the main church 

in Tlilapan, and another that is much closer to downtown Orizaba. For a long time, there have 

been parishioners in each community who have been working hard, but all of them for their own 

community without ever developing an awareness that they belong to one parish...Our parish is 

really diverse --- in terms of socioeconomic status, culture, language, traditions, history, Church 

involvement, etc. Nevertheless, at least now, everyone has expressed an interest in working 

together and pooling our resources in order to achieve common goals. So that’s what we’re 

trying to do.” 



Our religious community in Mexico is very international. It was started 65 years ago by French 

and American Assumptionists. Now it consists of Brothers and Priests from Mexico, Congo, 

Philippines, Columbia, Haiti, Kenya, and USA. We bring volunteers from the US to work with 

locals to evangelize, help with everyday needs, and assess their physical and spiritual wellbeing 

to find better ways to help them. For example, our brother Daniele spent two months working as 

a volunteer despite the cultural differences. He quickly adjusted to the life of the native people 

and is even considering going there on mission for long-term. Your contributions help us to 

organize more volunteering opportunities for American youth. This year, we are planning to send 

two young people to aid and integrate with the local church. 

Last year, in cooperation with Mexican and American religious, the Assumptionists opened a 

new mission in El Paso to serve migrants and refugees as well as the local church on the border 

of USA and Mexico. In cooperation with the Red Cross, our three priests are setting up a 

transitional shelter for immigrants from South America to help their initial stay in the USA 

before they can find a permanent residence. Even a small donation will go far in supporting them 

with basic necessities, as when they cross the border, they arrive in this country with almost 

nothing. We receive and provide help for any refugees, regardless of their religious affiliation, 

just as Jesus welcomes everyone into his heart. 

Your support, donations, and prayers help us to train new religious, educate everyone who comes 

to our parishes as well as to create programs for the poor. An annual education for a future priest 

in Mexico costs $8,000 including room and board. Because of your generosity we can support 

eight young men to prepare to serve our mission in Mexico and possibly serve the Church in 

other places. 

We wish that we could have been here at your parish in person to meet you and see you face to 

face, but we understand the current situation has made that pleasure impossible. Nevertheless, we 

would like to thank you for giving us an opportunity to present our missionary efforts to you and 

thank you in advance for your kind generosity. 

Gratefully, 

The Assumptionists 

Video link, Brother Daniele in Mexico: https://youtu.be/eWkXb2g8jdY 

Photos of Mexico, Brother Daniele, Easter on following pages 




